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FOREtfCLRD 

TO:     Mospital  AdiTiinisti-ators, 

Medical  S'baifSj  and  Nurses 

In  1956  all  hospitals   iii  Montana  doing  obstetrics   cooperated  ^^rith  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  the  Maternal 
a-nd  Child  Welfare  Conmdttee  of  the  Montana  Medical  Association  by  returning,   quarterly,   information  on  the 
nuniber   of  live  bii^ths^   stillbirths,  neonatal,  and  infant  deaths   occurring  in  their  respective  hospitals.      This 
infox'jitation  has  been  -tabulated  for  each   of  four  groups  representing  a  classification  by  number  of  liospital 
l:>e  ds , 

jji  1956  there  were  17, hS?  live  births  in  Montana  (by  place  of  occurrence)   for  a  rate  of  25.9  per  1,000 
estiiiiated  population.     There  were  I|,95  iiifant  deaths.     Of  these  iJifant  deaths  there  were  3h3  neonatal  deaths 
(birth  to  1  month  of  age),     Montana's  mtemal  and  infant  mortality  rates  are  low,  but  there   is  still  room  for 
continued  lunprovemcent  in  prenatal  care,  hosprbal  facilities,  and  services. 

This  report  is  the  first  of  its  kind  for  Montana.     It  is  hoped  that  hospitals  and  medical  staffs  will  cont-muo 
10   cooperate  by  rcport^ing  mortality  and  by  continuing  to  support  the  perinatal  death  studies.      In  this   report 
hospitals  are  ranlced  on  the  basis   of  their  infant  death  rate.     The  hospital  ranked  number  1  in  each  group 
iias   the  loi/est  infant  death  rate   in  that  bed  class.     Your  hospital  is   checked  in 'red  in  the  report,   ""it   is 
■tarther  hoped  "tliat  the  administrators,  medical  staffs,  and  nurses  will  review  the  report  and  consider~where 
improvc'iicnts   can  be  made  in  their  own  hospital. 

Consultation  in  connection  with  construction  in  hospitals,  with  problems   in  the   care   of  the  premature  and  newborn, 
and  witli  tlie  control  of  comraimicable  disease   is  available   on  request  ttiraigh  the  State  Board  of  Healthy 

Montana  State  Beard  of  Health 
Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Committee 
of  the  Montana  Medical  Association 

DCHS  -  August  1957 
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